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CLOSING REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE 

ACADEMY 

Permit me, in the first place, to say to the members of the 
American and Mexican Joint Commission, how deeply we appre- 
ciate the privilege of welcoming you to this special session, which is 
being held in your honor. We all have the feeling that in the con- 
duct of her international relations the United States must stand for 
new and higher standards of international dealing. Jealousy and 
distrust must give way to frankness, helpfulness and cooperation. 
If there is any one mission which the privileged position of the 
United States calls upon her to perform it is to sound a new note in 
international intercourse. It is because the work of this Commis- 
sion is the expression of these higher standards that we deem it a priv- 
ilege to do honor to the men who are conducting these negotiations. 
We realize that the situation bristles with difficulties; that the 
problems involved are delicate and undoubtedly at times baffling, 
but it is no less true that it is only through such negotiations that 
a permanent and effective settlement can be reached; a settlement 
not only in harmony with the dignity of both countries, but one 
calculated to allay animosities, promote mutual confidence and es- 
tablish a relationship which will contribute to the peace and pros- 
perity of both nations. 

We desire to avail ourselves of your presence to give you a 
message which we hope you will carry with you to your people. 
We earnestly hope that the mission which has brought you 
to this country will be entirely successful; that the difficult and 
delicate problems pending between the United States and Mexico 
will be solved to the satisfaction of both countries. We hope, 
furthermore, that your domestic problems will be solved in a man- 
ner no less satisfactory. The people of the United States desire to 
see a Mexico prosperous, progressive, independent and sovereign. 
We desire this both for your sake and for our own. Our welfare, 
our peace of mind, depend in large measure on the establishment of 
cordial relations with our neighbors. You carry with you, therefore, 
the earnest hope of these two associations for the peace and pros- 
perity of your country. You may rest assured that every effort 
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in Mexico to improve the condition of the masses of her people will 
find a responsive echo in the United States. In this work you have 
not only our good wishes, but the assurance that if we can in 
any way be helpful in the furtherance of this great plan we will 
deem it a privilege to cooperate. The vast educational agencies 
of this country are at your service in the solution of your educational 
problems; the public health agencies of the United States are ready 
to assist in the solution of the sanitary problems. It is our earnest 
hope that through a policy of frank and cordial cooperation there 
will be established in the relations between Mexico and the United 
States a new standard of international helpfulness and solidarity. 



